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WESTMAN, CHAMPLIN & KELLY P.A. is an intellectual property law firm that was founded

in 1993 by experienced attorneys dedicated to providing top quality service to clients for reasonable

fees.  The attorneys have a variety of backgrounds in electrical, mechanical, biological, and

chemical disciplines including medical devices, digital systems and controls, communications,

software and computers.  The firm concentrates on patent and trademark law, and related litigation

and licensing. Lawyers in the firm have substantial experience in foreign patent and trademark

practice and the firm has associates in all major foreign countries.

The firm attorneys are members of the Minnesota Intellectual Property Lawyer's Association and

federal, state, and county bar associations, as well as national professional organizations.

Nickolas E. Westman is a patent lawyer with over 30 years experience in preparing, prosecuting,

licensing and enforcing patents in the mechanical and electro-mechanical fields. He has a degree in

engineering from North Dakota State University and a law degree from the William Mitchell

College of Law. He is a former president of the Minnesota Intellectual Property Lawyer's

Association and a member of Tau Beta Pi honorary engineering society.  He has been a lecturer for

Minnesota Continuing Legal Education in areas of domestic and foreign patent law.   

Judson K. Champlin is experienced in all aspects of patent preparation, prosecution, licensing and

related opinions.  He has experience with mechanical and electrical patents including computer

hardware and software, microelectronic fabrication and design, and communications.  He graduated

from William Mitchell College of Law, and has a degree in Electrical Engineering from the

University of Minnesota.  Mr. Champlin has counseled clients on national and international

management of patent portfolios as well as licensing of Intellectual Property rights.  He has been a

speaker on Trade Secret protection, and the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, focusing

particularly on their application to computer software and the Internet.
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Joseph R. Kelly is experienced in all aspects of patent preparation, prosecution, licensing and

enforcement in the electrical, electronic, computer software and mechanical areas.  He is also

experienced in the area of trademark prosecution, licensing and enforcement.  He holds a Bachelor

of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Iowa State University and a law degree from

William Mitchell College of Law (Valedictorian, summa cum laude).  He is a former design

engineer for Micro Control Company where he designed automated integrated circuit burn-in and

test equipment.  He has also lectured at CLE presentations on Trade Secret law, Unfair

Competition, ethical issues regarding law firm dissolution, computer software protection and

intellectual property issues relating to the Internet.

Steven M. Koehler was an electrical engineer at Northern States Power Company where he taught

engineering and electrical principles along with his other engineering duties.  He earned a degree in

Electrical Engineering from the University of Minnesota where he was on the Dean's List and in the

Civil Engineering Honors Program.  He received his Juris Doctorate from William Mitchell

College of Law where he was an officer in the Intellectual Property and Computer Law Society.  He

practices primarily in mechanical and electrical disciplines of Patent Law and in Trademark Law.

David D. Brush holds a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering degree from the University of

Minnesota and a Juris Doctor from William Mitchell College of Law (cum laude).  He worked as

an Engineer for Control Data Corporation where he specialized in integrated circuit design and

layout, timing and logic simulation.  He is a member of the Eta Kappa Nu Electrical Engineering

Honors Society.  Mr. Brush is experienced in patent preparation, prosecution, enforcement and

licensing in the electrical, electronic, semiconductor and mechanical areas, such as IC design and

fabrication, data storage, communications, industrial process sensors, plasma discharge and process

inspection tools.

John D. Veldhuis-Kroeze formerly worked for Rockwell International Corporation both as an

electrical engineer and as an intellectual property attorney. John earned a Bachelor of Science

Degree in Electrical and Computer Engineering from the University of Iowa where he served as a

Teaching Assistant in the Engineering Department. He also holds a Juris Doctor (with

distinction) from the University of Iowa where he served as Managing Editor for the Journal of

Corporation Law. John is experienced in patent preparation, prosecution and enforcement in the

electrical, electronic, computer software and mechanical fields.

Deirdre Megley Kvale received her Juris Doctorate from The John Marshall Law School.  Deirdre

is experienced in all aspects of procurement of patents and protection of Intellectual Property.  She

has a degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Vermont.  Deirdre is a member of

the bar in Minnesota and is admitted to practice before the U.S. District Court, District of

Minnesota and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.



- 3 -

Z. Peter Sawicki has over 20 years experience in all aspects of patent preparation, prosecution,

licensing, rendering opinions and enforcement in the chemical and mechanical areas in the

United States and other countries.  He also has extensive experience in clearance of trademarks,

trademark registration, licensing and enforcement in the United States and in other countries.  He

has a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering from Purdue University, a Master in

Business Administration from the college of St. Thomas and a Juris Doctor from Hamline

University School of Law.  Prior to entering law school, he was a process engineer with the 3M

Company of St. Paul, Minnesota.  He has lectured at CLE presentations on patent, trademark and

trade secret law.  Pete is a member of the Minnesota Bar and is registered to practice before the

U.S. Patent Office and the Canadian Patent and Trademarks Office.

Theodore M. Magee has drafted and prosecuted patents in a wide range of electrical and

mechanical disciplines including channel encoding/decoding, speech recognition and natural

language systems.  He holds a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering degree (magna cum laude) and a

Juris Doctorate (magna cum laude, Order of the Coif) from the University of Minnesota.  He has

worked as a computer programmer and was a contributing author to West's Intellectual Property

Law for Business Lawyers.

Christopher R. Christenson holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering and a

Juris Doctor (cum laude) from the University of Minnesota.  Chris is experienced in patent

preparation and prosecution in the electrical and mechanical fields.  Chris is a member of the

Minnesota Bar and registered to practice before the U.S. Patent Office.

Brian D. Kaul is a registered patent attorney with experience preparing and prosecuting patents in

the electrical and mechanical fields.  Brian received his Juris Doctorate (cum laude) from William

Mitchell College of Law and holds Bachelor of Science degrees in Electrical Engineering (with

distinction) and Aerospace Engineering from the University of Minnesota.  He is a member of Eta

Kappa Nu Electrical Engineering Honors Society.  Brian is a member of the Minnesota Bar and is

admitted to practice before the U.S. District Court, District of Minnesota and the U.S. Court of

Appeals for the Federal Circuit.

Hallie A. Finucane is experienced in all aspects of patent preparation, prosecution and licensing in

the medical device, mechanical, chemical and biotechnology fields. As the former Chief Intellectual

Property Counsel, Cardiac Surgery Division, for St. Jude Medical, Inc., she has specialized in the

medical device field for more than 14 years. Ms. Finucane graduated from Drake University Law

School in Des Moines, Iowa, and has a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from the University

of Minnesota. In addition, she taught intellectual property courses as an adjunct professor at

Hamline University in St. Paul, Minnesota. Ms. Finucane is named as an inventor on one patent.

Ms. Finucane is a member of the State Bars of Minnesota and California.
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David C. Bohn formerly worked for 3M as an electrical engineer and for Rosemount Inc. as an

electrical engineer and patent attorney.  Dave’s engineering work has included optical & magnetic

transponders for traffic controls and security systems, and magnetic systems and electrodes for

liquid flow meters. Dave holds a bachelor of electrical engineering degree from the University of

Minnesota, an MBA from the University of St. Thomas and a Juris Doctorate from William

Mitchell College of Law.  Dave is experienced in patent preparation and prosecution in the areas of

analog and digital electronics, mechanical devices, sensors, instrumentation, optics and magnetics.

Robert M. Angus is a patent lawyer with over 30 years experience in preparing, prosecuting and

licensing patents in the electrical, electronics, computer and computer software fields.  He holds a

degree in electrical engineering from Oregon State University and a law degree from the George

Washington University.  He is formerly Chief Patent Counsel for Control Data Corporation and has

been a speaker on patent law and commercial transactions involving intellectual property.

Peter J. Ims holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Chemical Engineering (summa cum laude)

from the University of North Dakota and a Juris Doctor (cum laude) from the University of

Minnesota.  He worked for Koch Refining Company as a process engineer in its oil refining

units.  Pete is experienced in patent preparation and prosecution in the chemical and mechanical

fields.  He also has experience in trademark prosecution and enforcement.  Pete is a member of

the Minnesota Bar, the District Court of Minnesota, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal

Circuit and is registered to practice before the U.S. Patent Office.

Alan G. Rego received his Juris Doctorate from the Franklin Pierce Law Center. He has experience

in patent preparation and prosecution in both the electrical and mechanical disciplines. Alan

received his Masters in Electrical Engineering from the University of Bridgeport Connecticut and

graduated from the Bangalore University in India with a Bachelor of Engineering in Electrical

Engineering.  He is a member of the Minnesota Bar and registered to practice before the U.S. Patent

Office.

Christopher L. Holt is a registered patent attorney with experience preparing and prosecuting U.S.

and foreign patents in the electrical and mechanical fields, as well as for computer hardware and

software inventions.  Chris also specializes in preparing and prosecuting U.S. and foreign

trademark applications, and enforcing trademark rights.  He received his law degree from the

University of Kansas School of Law and holds an undergraduate degree in physics from

Southwestern College (Winfield, Kansas).  Chris is licensed to practice law in both Minnesota and

Kansas.

Todd R. Fronek is a registered Patent Attorney with experience preparing and prosecuting patents

in the mechanical and electrical fields. He is also experienced in the area of trademark prosecution,

licensing and enforcement. Todd received a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Engineering

from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. In addition, Todd received his Juris Doctorate from

William Mitchell College of Law. He is a member of the Minnesota Bar and registered to practice

before the U.S. Patent Office.
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Linda P. Ji received her Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical engineering from the

University of California at Santa Barbara.  After working as a mechanical engineer for two years,

she enrolled and received her juris doctor from the University of California at Davis, School of

Law.  She is a member of the Minnesota and California bars and is registered to practice before

the U.S. Patent Office.

Nathan M. Rau formerly worked as a research engineer for the U.S. Navy and General

Dynamics.  Nathan received his Bachelor of Science in Naval Architecture and Marine

Engineering from the University of Michigan.  He also received his Juris Doctor from the Tulane

University of Louisiana (cum laude). Nathan has experience in patent preparation and

prosecution in both the electrical and mechanical disciplines.   He is a member of the Minnesota

Bar and registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

Leanne R. Taveggia received her Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering from the University of

Minnesota.  Leanne also holds her Juris Doctor from William Mitchell College of Law where she

served as a staff member and as an editor on the Law Review.  She is experienced in preparing

and prosecuting patent applications in diverse technological fields within the electrical and

mechanical disciplines as well as in computer hardware and software. Ms. Taveggia is a member

of the Minnesota Bar and registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

Bryan F. Erickson received a Juris Doctor degree and a Master of Intellectual Property degree

from Franklin Pierce Law Center, where he was also an editor and the book review editor of

Pierce Law Review. Bryan previously received a Bachelor of Science degree in Physics and

Astronomy from Brigham Young University, where he also received an A on a certification exam

for fluency in Dutch. Bryan has been published in the Pierce Law Review, the Germeshausen

Center Newsletter, and the anthology books On to Mars: Colonizing a New World and On to

Mars 2: Exploring and Settling a New World. Bryan focuses on patent practice in the electrical,

mechanical, and computer hardware and software fields, and on legal opinions on matters of

patent validity and infringement. He is admitted to practice in Minnesota and is registered to

practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and the Canadian Intellectual Property

Office.

Kathryn M. Howard formerly worked for Rosemount as an engineer, manager and patent

attorney.  Most recently, she worked at CyberOptics as Sr. Attorney/General Counsel, and was

responsible for all aspects of IP protection in addition to other duties. She has worked in the areas

of digital and analog circuit design, semiconductor process development and pressure sensor

development.  She received a B.S. and M.S. in Electrical Engineering from University of

Wisconsin – Madison and a J.D. from William Mitchell School of Law.  She is admitted to the

State Bars of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Missouri and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
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James L. Young has over two decades of experience in preparing, prosecuting, licensing,

rendering opinions and enforcing patents related to mechanical inventions. He also has developed

an extensive practice regarding the clearance, registration, licensing and enforcement of

trademarks. Jim obtained both his Industrial Engineering degree and Juris Doctor (with

distinction) from the University of Nebraska. As an engineering student, he was a member of the

Tau Beta Pi engineering honor society. As a law student, he served on the Nebraska Law Review

and as chair of the law school’s Moot Court Board. He is a past president of the Minnesota

Intellectual Property Law Association, and is a frequent author and lecturer on intellectual

property topics. Jim is a member of the Minnesota and Nebraska state bars, and is registered to

practice before the United States Patent and Trademark Office and the Canadian Intellectual

Property Office.

Kenneth A. Brandt has extensive experience as an engineer, having worked as a design engineer

and inventor for over twelve years with Bobcat Company prior to attending law school.  He is a

named inventor on over 20 U.S. Patents.  He holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering with a

Computer Option and a Masters of Business Administration from North Dakota State University.

Kenneth received his JD, magna cum laude, from William Mitchell College of Law, where he was

an assistant editor of the law review and a member of the Dean’s Patent Scholar program.  He has

experience in preparing and prosecuting patent applications in the mechanical, electrical, and

software arts.  Kenneth is a member of the Minnesota Bar.

Uchenna Chukwu, Ph.D. is a Registered Patent Agent who received her Doctorate in Food

Science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a Bachelor of Science degree in

Biology from Tulane University.  She has prepared and prosecuted US and foreign patent

applications in the food, chemical, medical device, biotechnology, genetics, nanotechnology,

nutraceuticals and agricultural arts.  She has also worked in the food industry as a Product

Developer of fruit snacks, desserts, beverages and main meals and served as Founder and

President of her own biotech research firm.  She also has extensive experience with the Small

Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program and is licensed to practice before the U.S Patent

Office.
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REPRESENTATIVE FIRM CLIENTS:

3M Innovative Properties Company

Agriliance LLC

BBNT Solutions LLC

Bobcat Company

Brechet & Richter

CenterPoint Energy Minnesota Gas

Communications Systems Inc.

Courage Center

CyberOptics Corporation

The B.F.Goodrich Company

Champion Air

Destineer

Fargo Electronics, Inc.

Federated Mutual Insurance

GFI America, Inc.

Higher Dimension Medical, Inc.

Homecrest Industries

Intek Plastics

Inalfa Roof Systems Group

Kurt Manufacturing Company

Land O’ Lakes

Lincoln Composites, Inc.

LodgeNet Entertainment Corporation

LSI Logic Corporation

Kolbe & Kolbe Millwork Co., Inc.

Medafor, Inc.

Microsoft Corporation

Minnesota Scientific

Minson Enterprises

MTS Systems Corporation

Paddock Laboratories

Primera Foods

Primera Technology, Inc.

Purina Mills LLC

Resistance Technologies Inc.

Rockler Companies, Inc.

Rockwell International Corporation

Rosemount Inc.

Saab Rosemount Tank Radar AB

Seagate Technology LLC.

Shenyang Pharmaceutical University

Sterner Lighting Systems

     Incorporated

Sydney’s Restaurant

St. Jude Medical, Inc.

Technische Universitat Munchen

Tennant Company

University of Minnesota

University of North Dakota

University of Science and Technology

       Of China

Verizon Services Group

Zhongshan University


